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 Gulfport Elementary/Montessori Academy January 2014 

From the Desk of Mr. Pribble 

Welcome back!  I know the winter break was great for resting everyone's mind and body.  It 

has helped to recharge us for the second half of the school year.  Students made great gains 

during the first semester, but we still have much further to go.  I look forward to working 

with you and celebrating your child's success as they move forward.  We can't do this 

without your help at home.  So please continue reading with your child daily, take them to 

the grocery store with you and have them estimate prices, ask them crazy questions to get 

their minds thinking outside of the box, and let them get on the computer to work on the 

school based programs available at home.  The more places your child is engaged, the more 

progress we will make together. 
 
As always, thank you for your support.  We could not do this great work without you  :) 
 
Principal Pribble 
 
 

 

 

 

gulfport-es.pinellas.k12.fl.us 

Gulfport Elementary  
2014 52nd St. South 
Gulfport, FL 33707  

(727) 893-2643 

Principal 
James Pribble 

 
Vice-Principal 
Brenda Butler 

 
School Hours 
8:35 to 2:35 

“We teach bell to bell” 
 

Uniforms: Yes 
 

Title I School: Yes 
 

Magnet or Academy Program: 

Montessori Academy 
 

Points of Pride:  On the fore-

front of Florida education with 

the Marzano Pilot. Before and 

after school tutoring. 
 

Mascot: Bulldogs 

https://www.achievacu.com/personal/credit-cards/CaptureCard.aspx


 

 Page 2 January 2014 Gulfport Elementary/Montessori Academy  

 

Montessori School News 
 
Welcome back! I hope your family enjoyed the break and are off to a great start in this 

New Year.  
 
Learning more about Montessori 
 
The focus of the Montessori system is the development of materials, educational tech-

niques and observations, which support the natural development of children. Children 

are encouraged to “learn how to learn”, gaining independence and self-confidence. 
 
In the 3-6 year span the child reaches a stage in which repetition and manipulation of the 

environment are critical to the development of concentration, coordination, independ-

ence and a sense of order. 
 
When the child reaches the next stage of development, ages six to nine, the imagination 

is the key to learning. The classroom can now excite the child by using this increased 

imagination to explore the universe. Concepts are introduced through hands-on materials 

that encourage and engage the child and assist in an understanding of concepts. 
 
As the child enters the next phase, nine to twelve, the world is an ever-expanding place. 

Concepts may be presented and abstracted with fewer materials. Projects become more 

involved and diverse in nature.  
 
Except for the kindergarten, Gulfport Montessori classrooms are multi-age groupings. 
This allows a greater flexibility in meeting each child’s individual needs and permits the 

child to develop with fewer social transitions.  
 

Kathy Ludlum 
Montessori Coordinator 
ludlumk@pcsb.org 
727-893-2643 X 2077 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

1/8 – General  PTA Meeting 

(6 pm hospitality/meeting at 

6:30); Topics: Family Fitness, 

Girls on the Run, ALS Walk 

& Florida Standards Assess-

ment testing info (the ‘new’ 

FCAT) 

 

1/12 – Montessori Monday (6 

pm) 

 

1/13 – Kindergarten Round-

up (5:30 p.m.) 

 

1/15 – Dr. Grego, Superinten-

dent, speaking at monthly 

Pinellas County PTA Meet-

ing – all invited. 6:15 pm hos-

pitality/ 7 pm program.  At 

PCS Administration Build-

ing, Largo. 

 

1/19 -  No School for Stu-

dents 

 

2/1 – Girls on the Run Begins 

 

2/12 – PTA Family Fun Night 

 

2/16 -  No School for Stu-

dents 

 

3/12 – PTA Family Fun Night 

with ALS Walk Kick Off Par-

ty 

 

3/14 – ALS Walk 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ludlumk@pcsb.org
http://www.pediaalliance.com/
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Olympus Printing, Inc. 
6476 5th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33707 
727-302-0919 
info@olympusprinting.com 

http://www.olympusprinting.com/index.html
http://www.dfdstpete.com/
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PTA Corner 

 

Welcome, from your PTA, to 2015!!!! We have a busy year planned…. 
 
January 8 - General PTA meeting with special guests: the coaches from Girls on the 

Run, who will speak about the program, which will start in February. Parents can sign up 

their girls that night or send in registration forms, which are being sent home to all girls in 

grades 3-5. Also that night, Principal Pribble will let students duct tape him to the wall as 

a prize for participating in the fall fundraiser, and we will discuss the ALS Walk in March 

and our Gulfport Elementary team and fundraising goals. Hospitality will be at 6:00, 

meeting will start at 6:30. 
 
February 1 - Girls on the Run starts (more information on Page 5!) 
February 12 - PTA Family Fun Night 
 
March 12 - PTA Family Fun Night - ALS Walk Kickoff Party with dj's from the kids radio 

station March 14 - 11am ALS Walk - join the Gulfport Elementary team to get some exer-

cise and donate to a worthy cause! 
 
The PTA is planning on compiling a yearbook!  If you would like to be involved in helping 

put this together, please drop your name, phone number and email address on a piece 

of paper in the front PTA box.  We must have help to pull this together in a relatively 

short period of time.  We need volunteers to be on the committee, donate time, money, 

ideas, photography skills, etc.  
 
I also recently discovered some money-saving web resources, for those of us who need 

to trim our budgets after the holidays: 
 
ibotta.com 
Checkout51.com 
Moneysavingmom.com 
Couponmom.com 
Savingstar.com 
Grocerygadget.com 
Savingscatcher.walmart.com 

 

 

http://lildivasanddudes.com/
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Girls on the Run is Coming to Gulfport Elementary! 

 

Girls on the run is a 12-week, after-school program for girls in grades 3-5. GOTR meets twice 
a week in small groups of 8-20 girls with two female coaches. Participants are taught life 
skills such as standing up to peer pressure, teamwork, and how to connect with and impact 
the community and the world. Running is used to inspire and motivate the girls, as well as 
encourage lifelong health and fitness and build confidence through accomplishment. At the 
conclusion of the season the girls will participate in a celebratory, non-competitive 5k race, 
giving them a tangible sense of achievement as well as a framework for setting and achieving 
life goals. 
 
GOTR will meet Mondays and Wednesdays after school beginning February 1. If you are a 
parent or guardian of a girl in the third, fourth or fifth grade you should have received a flyer 
and registration form. If you did not receive the information  or if you have any questions, 
please feel free to email:  akmackle@me.com. 
 
You may also visit: girlsontherun.org or girlsontheruntampabay.org for more information. We 
are so excited to be able to offer this wonderful program at our school! 

Birthday Shouts! 

 
Happy January Birthday to: 
1/6  Bill Kopke (Occupational Therapist) 
1/15  Virginia Hardt (Title 1) 
1/16  Wanda Rothrock (Mont 1/2) 
1/19  Christine (Myers) Norato (Speech Therapist)  
1/26  Karen Evans (Mont 3/4/5) 
 

Tidbits & Treasures 
 
Don’t forget to order your 2015 online needs through…. www.smile.amazon.com and select 
Gulfport Montessori Elementary School.  Same price, same deals, and our school gets mon-
ey back!!! 
 
Do you have a picture of a school related event that you’d like to share?  Do you have ideas 
of articles you’d like to see addressed in the newsletter?  Please let us know. Email it to bum-
garnerm@pcsb.org. 
 
Check out the programs at the local public libraries, there are LEGO Saturday clubs ( free) 
and family story times, and more!...... 
 
A big Bulldog ‘Bark Out’ to Kyle Harris, Gavin’s dad, for helping the class with the reading of 
the book, Stone Soup, while volunteer Ms. Heyne cooked up the actual soup!  The students 
brought in the ingredients and enjoyed their concoction with Mr. Pribble.  See picture below…

  

 

mailto:akmackle@me.com
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Habana Café  
5402 Gulfport Blvd S., Gulfport, Fl  33706 

727.321.8855 

 Attn: Mentors, Tutors, Volunteers 
 
“Over the past three years, Pinellas County Schools has trained and matched students with 
over 2,250 mentors.  Mentors help improve a young’s person’s self-esteem.  Youths who 
meet regularly with their mentors are 46% less likely than their peers to start using illegal 
drugs and 27% less likely to begin using alcohol.  Mentors teach young people how to relate 
well to all kinds of people and help them strengthen communication skills.”  A special thank 
you to Mr. Ron Diner who continuously promotes the Mentoring Program  throughout Pinel-
las County.  He is responsible for pairing our school with mentors from Stetson School of 
Law. 

 In addition to mentors, volunteers and tutors have added to our student’s academic 
performance.  They constantly help with reading and math skills.  Thank you to members of 
Pasadena Community Church and Eckerd College students who serve as tutors and men-
tors, as well as many parents and retired educators who take time from their busy schedules 
to work with our students. 

 Our reading dogs provide stress-free opportunities for our students to improve their 
reading skills.   Our reading dogs include Mr.Silva and Max and Abbey,  Ms. Hooper  and 
Ruger, Mr. Spencer and Doofus, Ms. Mirth and Boo, Mr. and Mrs. Legge and Mindy,  Ms. 
Savage and Daisy, Ms. Waterstatt & Trixie, Ms. Allen and Sadie, and Ms. Salusti and Calyp-
so.  Many lessons in addition to reading skills are learned from our four-legged tutors. 

Lawyers for Literacy provide a tutoring opportunity for our third graders to improve 
their reading skills in time for the spring standardized testing.  Tutors from this group are 
associated with local law firms and several are students at Stetson College.  

We have many parents and relatives who help teachers in the classroom and take 
work home to complete.  They often serve as chaperones for field trips and help with special 
classroom activities. Their services free our teachers to spend more time with students.  

Our Parent Teacher Association supports the school with many fun and educational 
family activities throughout the school year.  All funds made from the PTA fundraising efforts 
are donated to the school. 

 This year thus far at Gulfport Elementary School mentors, tutors and volun-
teers number over 100 and have contributed over 3,000 hours to our students.  A 

huge thanks to all of you! 

 In addition to our many volunteers, we are thankful to have a number of community 
businesses and organizations who contribute to our school.  It is wonderful for our students 
to know that members of the community support their educational endeavors.  The success-
ful Pack-a-Sack sponsored by Pasadena Community Church and the Gulfport community 
sponsored School Supply Drive are only two of the several organizations who directly con-
tribute to the well-being of our students. If you are interested in becoming part of our Gulfport 
Elementary School volunteer team, please contact Mrs. Bumgarner at 893-2643 x 2004. 

http://www.habanacafe-usa.com/
http://www.habanacafe-usa.com/
http://www.habanacafe-usa.com/
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Birthday Parties ~ Special Events Maria Baker, (727) 202-6860 
240 46 Avenue, St Pete Beach, FL 33706 

Attn: Volunteers (Con’t) 

 

* Just a reminder to please log your volunteer hours.  The last date to enter hours 
for the first semester is January 5, 2015. If it is more convenient or if you are hav-
ing difficulty logging your hours from your home computer, you may log your hours 
on the sign-up sheet in the front office. These will be entered for you. 
 
Here are a few reasons we are asked to record volunteer hours: 
* The Principals, School Advisory Committees, the Superintendent and the Pinellas 
County School Board review Year-to-Date totals. 
* The data is reviewed for family and community engagement and how it supports 
academic achievement. 
* The data is reviewed to determine the direct impact on student achievement. 
* The information can be used when the school is being audited by the State. 
* The School Advisory Committee can use this information as a gage on how wel-
coming a school is to the community and families. 
* Hours are reported to the Department of Education.  This information is com-
pared with other districts and states. 
* The hours determine whether a school is eligible for the DOE Golden School 
Award. 
 
Directions for recording volunteer hours from your home computer: 
--go to www.pcsb.org 

--in the PCS Portal (Focus) login box, (to the left of the screen) enter your 
username and password 
Username is:  v.last name first initial (all lower case letters, remember the v.),  ex-
ample:  v.bumgarnerm 
Password is:  Last Name with first name capitalized and year of birth, example 
Bumgarner-- 
--Click on volunteers to see the link for Add Hours, fill in all boxes 
 
Countywide statistics show a decline in the number of volunteer hours for the 2014
-2015 school year.  I know this is not true for Gulfport Elementary School. Your 
dedication to our students always amazes me. 
 
Mary Ruth Bumgarner, Community & Volunteer Coordinator 

 

http://sweet-teacelebrations.com/
http://sweet-teacelebrations.com/
http://www.pcsb.org
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Citizens of the Month (Sept-Nov) 

 

KINDERGARTEN: Fizzah Badani, Dylan Wright, Na'Zaria Boyd (Mrs. Manley); Chase 
Potter, Marlie Kern, Kaleb Hicks (Mrs. Balce); Alec Muscat, Hassnae Benkhaled, Hayden 
Jonassen (Ms. Mulholland); Vincent Cole, Josiah Blakely, Laquel Clinton (Ms. McCullers); 
Nicyla Williams, Moriah Daniels-Womack, Kharma Gamble (Ms. McCord); Fatima 
Beacham, Jania Brooks, Havon Glowacki (Mrs. Paolillo); Abrianna Pentasuhlia, Makaio 
Potta, Gianne Gilpin (Ms. Lawless) 
 
FIRST GRADE: Jordan McPherson, Isaiah Green, Sani Jordan (Mrs. Neil); Ty'unna Cal-
houn, Nygel Houston, Journee Bryant (Ms. Kopnitsky); Aleia Fritz, Taraji Ford, Ty'tiana 
Rentz (Mrs. DeWindt); Nathan Wallace, Nivedh Panicker, Sherman Wright (Ms. Gor-
man). 
 
SECOND GRADE: Nicole Zheng, D'Asia Johnson, Jameka Johnson (Mrs. Forte); Kaycee 
Loesch, Mia Serrano, Jaylen Johnson (Mrs. Freeman); Ke'Marian Albert, Natia Scott, 
Jamarion McGirt (Mrs. Clary); David Gunn, Reilly McConnell, Jordan Mosley (Ms. Riley). 
 
THIRD GRADE: Najayla Sims, DeClan Mooney, Myanna King (Ms. Kinsley); Nahria Ed-
wards, Jamarion Borden, Leah Johnson (Mrs. Dorset); Payton Carlson, Ian Duarte, Na-
than Wyman (Mr. Sankovitch); Makayla Turner, Joikobe Bartee, David Martin (Ms. Wal-
pole). 
 
FOURTH GRADE: April Dempsey-Adams, Breeona Walker, Mykayla Barney (Ms. Roach); 
Ayanna Hanley, Ember Walden, Sergio Ferrari (Mrs. Wahl); Madeleine Reyes, Alzaveon 
Harris, Davian Richards (Mrs. Jackson). 
 
FIFTH GRADE: Sonny DePrisco, Angelina Pentasuglia, Troy Daniels (Mrs. England); 
Ja'nyia Johnson, Egypt Hicks, LeMetria Lane (Mrs. Kaleita); Nephe' Ellis, Alina Khosaeva, 
Dylan Watkins (Ms. Snodgrass) 
 
MONTESSORI 1-5: Corbin Williamson, Maddie Zook, David Bell (Ms. Dawson); Sierra 
Zampach, Tanaya Wooten, Symone Jones (Mrs. Davis); Kalie Hicks, Elijah McLaughlin, 
Maya Covington (Ms. Reynolds); Julian Reyes -- Sept & Oct., Johnnay Harris (Ms. Bar-
nard); Morrissey Floyd, Subha Podo, Joshua Arreaga (Ms. Rothrock); Mia Shields, Au-
tumn Carroll, Alissa Butler (Mrs. Anthony); Carly Keith, Amelia Kirtland, Logan Timko 
(Mrs. Campbell); Kaiden Wallace, Kenesha Bynum, Max Savage (Ms. Evans) 

https://www.legalshield.com/
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